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" But we must not publish articles against tlie im-
perialists in the party press ; it is prohibited in the peace
terms."

" The Central Executive signs the peace, the Council
of Commissars signs the peace, but not the Central Com-
mittee of the party. For the behaviour of the latter the
Soviet Government is not responsible." I

And so step by step Lenin forced his opponents from
their position. For every question he had an answer, for
every criticism a retort, showing how manifold were the
ways and weapons which still remained to them as re-
volutionaries. His exposition had removed the hesitation of
many. The Petrograd Soviet voted to sign.

But there was no rest for Lenin. There remained a bare
four hours before the German ultimatum expired, and then
war. The Central Executive of the Congress had yet to be
faced. In the teeth of an even fiercer opposition, he repeated
his arguments, the naked facts, the bitter truth. At the
end of three hours he had won. The Central Executive voted
to sign the peace by 116 to 85 with 26 abstentions. But he
had not captured the loyalty of his opponents, and he left
the hall amid shouts and howls of " Traitor!"..." Judas! "
..." You have betrayed your country!"..." German
spy!"2

It was six o'clock on the morning of February 24 when
Lenin left the Tauride Palace. He had just signed the

1  True to his word, Lenin, after the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk had
been signed, suppressed the Bureau of International Revolutionary
Propaganda which  had been  established in the  Commissariat for
Foreign Affairs under Boris Reinstein (of Buffalo, N.Y.), assisted by
John Reed and Albert Rhys Williams. With amazing rapidity, how-
ever, there appeared a Bureau of Foreign Political Literature under the
same direction and with the same personnel. (The Liberator, N.Y.,
January 1919.)

2  Leo Stupotshenko, " The Fight for Peace ", in Illustrated History of
the Russian Revolution, ii. 505-509; Philips Price, pp. 247-249; Marcu,
pp. 339-340 ; Pravda, February 23, 1918.